The incidence of symptomatic neuroma in amputation and neurorrhaphy patients.
The incidence of symptomatic neuroma in finger nerve injuries varies widely in the literature. In this retrospective study, we evaluated the incidence of symptomatic neuroma after repair of digital nerve injuries (neurorrhaphy) and after amputation of one or more fingers. We also determined the need for re-operation on symptomatic neuroma patients. In a retrospective study, we collected data from medical files. All patients who were treated for a hand trauma in the emergency department during the last 10 years were included. We gathered data on the presence of symptomatic neuroma and re-operation of the patients. In our database, 583 people had a peripheral nerve injury of whom 177 people had an amputation. The incidence of digital nerve injury without amputation followed by neurorrhaphy was 1%. In digital nerve injuries with amputation the incidence was 7.8%, which is significantly higher than after digital nerve injuries without amputation. People with an amputation injury have significantly more symptomatic neuroma than people who undergo neurorrhaphy. People who have a symptomatic neuroma after digital nerve injuries have been operated significantly more than people who have a non-symptomatic neuroma or no neuroma at all. This information can be of help when treating digital nerve injuries. TYPE OF STUDY/LEVEL OF EVIDENCE (LOE): Prognostic.